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STEP ONE: Pre-Planning 
What are you teaching?  Why are you teaching it? 

Standards Addressed 
 

SS.H.1.9-12. Evaluate how historical developments were shaped by time and place 
as well as broader historical contexts.  
SS.H.4.9-12. Analyze how people and institutions have reacted to environmental, 
scientific, and technological challenges.  
SS.H.11.9-12. Analyze multiple and complex causes and effects of events in the past.  
 

Essential Question(s) Why did Americans and the US Government react to the launch of 
Sputnik by competing in the Space Race? 
Why didn’t they cooperate on space technology or just leave it to 
American companies to innovate? 
 
 

Enduring 
Understandings 

The Cold War’s ideological differences led to a general mistrust 
between the super powers and their citizens. 
 
Governments advertise too. It is called propaganda. 
 
 

Transfer Goal 
 
 

To understand how international events might impact domestic policy 
decisions. This is can be applied to modern day examples. 

Lesson Objectives Content What students will know 
 
- Historical context of 1950 world politics 
- Relations between the US and the Soviet Union in the 
1950s 
- How governments can use propaganda to advance their 
aims 
- How the Space Race led to changes in US laws and 
government institutions. 
 
 

Skills What students will be able to do 
- Explain international relations during the Cold War 
- Identify what Sputnik actually did versus what its 
propaganda suggested that it did. 
- Interpret modern events through the lens of the Space 
Race  
- 
- 
 

Related Academic 
Language Acquired  

Cold War, Space Race, Soviet Union, Propaganda, Sputnik, Radio 
Frequency 

Relevance Students should be able to apply the world politics of the Cold War to 
relations between the US and China (or even Russia today). Identify 



what the equivalents of the Space Race are today.  
Propaganda examples can easily be applied to some of our competitors 
today including Russia (e.g. Sochi Games) 
 

Assessment/Checking 
for Understanding 

Formative Assessment via an exit slip. In it, they will write a one-
paragraph essay about why Sputnik was particularly alarming to the 
average American.  

 
STEP TWO: The Lesson 

How are you teaching it?  Why are you teaching it that way? 
How do you know the students get it?  How do the students know they get it? 

Opening/ 
Activator 

Students will brainstorm in small groups what they know about the Cold War 
and the Space Race.  

Instructional 
Activities  
 
 
Multiple Means  
Representation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Multiple Means 
of Engagement  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Multiple Means 
of Expression 

In addition to lecturing on the board, I will also show an interactive NASA 
exhibit and show several political cartoons from the period. Both resources 
are publically available over the internet. 
 
I will provide the information orally in lectures and visually through the 
cartoons and interactive exhibit 
(http://www.nasa.gov/externalflash/SpaceAge/) 
Checkpoint 2.5: Illustrate through multiple media 
Checkpoint 3.1: Activate or supply background knowledge 
Checkpoint 3.4: Maximize transfer and generalization 
 
 
Students begin class by talking with their small group about their knowledge 
of the Cold War and the Space Race. Then, they will write their answers on 
giant Post-Its that will be tapes around the room. They will listen to me 
discuss the basics of the period. They will access the interactive NASA site 
and interact with virtual models of the Sputnik and Explorer satellites and 
they will do web searches for the political cartoons. 
Checkpoint 7.2: Optimize relevance, value, and authenticity 
Checkpoint 7.3: Minimize threats and distractions 
Checkpoint 8.3: Foster collaboration and community 
Checkpoint 8.4: Increase mastery-oriented feedback 
Checkpoint 9.3: Develop self-assessment and reflection 
 
 
 
 
Students conclude the lesson by addressing what elements of their 
brainstorming at the beginning of the session were confirmed and which 
ended up they were wrong.  
Checkpoint 6.4: Enhance capacity for monitoring progress 
 
 

Closing They will fill out an exit slip over what they found to be the most important 
point to Sputnik’s important to US domestic policy. 

 
STEP THREE: Set-Up 



What do you need to be prepared for the lesson? 
On the Board Objectives By the end of the period, you will be able to identify the reasons 

for the Space Race. 
 

Do Now Brainstorm with your cohort. What do you know about the 
Space Race? 

Tasks and 
Activities 

1 Write your brainstormed ideas on the Post-It and tape it 
on the wall. 

2 Discuss the cohort ideas with the class. 
3 Jot down notes from the 8-minute lecture. 
4 Explore the Sputnik/Explorer NASA website with your 

cohort. 
5 Discover political cartoons addressing anxiety among 

Americans regarding the launch of Sputnik. 
6 Review the Post-Its by circling critical facts and 

eliminating spurious ones. 
7 Individually write exit notes with what you found to be 

the most important point to Sputnik’s important to US 
domestic policy. 

  
  

Homework Read Chapter 1-2 in “T-Minus” 
Materials and 
Resources 
Needed for the 
Lesson 

Whiteboard, Screen, iPads, giant Post-It Sheets, Internet with Wi-Fi 

 
 

STEP FOUR: Reflections 
What did you learn in the process of teaching the lesson? 

Ending Given their new knowledge of Sputnik, students will better understand the graphic 
novel on the Space Race, “T-minus”. They will also be able to analyze current 
situations and notice when there is emotional bias in decisions. 

Reflection 
on the 
Lesson 

I bet that this will need to have quick transitions to succeed. The period will be 
filled but doable if I can make sure students stay on task. 

 



 
Lesson:  To the Moon AND to 
Integration: Parallels of the 
Space Race & the Civil Rights 
Movements 

Author: Andrew 
Levin Course: US History Date: Day 

2 

 
 

STEP ONE: Pre-Planning 
What are you teaching?  Why are you teaching it? 

Standards Addressed 
 

SS.H.11.9-12. Analyze multiple and complex causes and effects of events in the past.  
 
SS.H.1.9-12. Evaluate how historical developments were shaped by time and place 
as well as broader historical contexts.  
 

Essential Question(s) How did segregated schools affect underrepresented minorities? 
 
What does it mean to be provided with an equal opportunity? 
 
In what ways can the federal government force the states and 
companies to change (i.e. integration in this case)? 
 
 

Enduring 
Understandings 

Understand how segregation in education and the workplace was 
ended. 
 
Understand the power of the president as the chief of the federal 
bureaucracy. 
 

Transfer Goal 
 
 

Empathize with those who from low income neighborhoods. 
 
Be cognizant of the importance of equal opportunities in providing 
fairness. 

Lesson Objectives Content What students will know 
-Segregation in the 1950s 
-Educational deficiencies in the US due to segregation 
-Kennedy’s decisions to further integrate the federal 
bureaucracy, including NASA and its private contractors. 
 
 

Skills What students will be able to do 
-Recognize inequalities today  
-Remember important historical figures of the space race 
from underrepresented minority groups 
-Analyze photos looking for evidence in order to form a 
thesis 
 
 
 

Related Academic 
Language Acquired  

African American, Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas, 
Segregation, Educational Policy, Equal Opportunity, Bureaucracy, 



Private Contractors, Federal Government 
Relevance In the aftermath of recent civil rights abuses in Chicago and elsewhere, 

it is clear that the civil rights movement is still in process. To 
understand this movement today, students need to understand its 
history. It also provides an example where equality led to a more 
diverse and successful America. With inequality on the rise, it’s 
important to counter this growing trend. 

Assessment/Checking 
for Understanding 

Students can be assessed through their responses during the group 
activities and in writing on an exit slip. 

 
STEP TWO: The Lesson 

How are you teaching it?  Why are you teaching it that way? 
How do you know the students get it?  How do the students know they get it? 

Opening/ 
Activator 

To activate prior knowledge, class will begin with a quote by astronaut Jim 
Lovell regarding the role of African Americans in the Space Race: 
http://quest.nasa.gov/ltc/special/mlk99/lovell-spacetalk.html 

Instructional 
Activities 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Multiple Means  
Representation 
 
 
 
Multiple Means 
of Engagement  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Multiple Means 
of Expression 

The exercise will include: 
-PowerPoint: a quote by a well-known historical figure thereby making the 
lecture relevant from the start 
-Lecture 
-Group discussions 
-Whole class discussions 
-Interactive Games (Kinetic learners) 
-Exit slip 
-Photo of a Segregated Classroom as a visual 
 
 
I will address the civil rights movement through written quotes, pictures, and 
interactive games. 
Checkpoint 2.5: Illustrate through multiple media 
 
 
The exercise will include: 
-Listening to the lecture 
-Interacting with a physical game and other students within it 
-Talking to the whole class about the game and pictures 
Checkpoint 7.1: Optimize individual choice and autonomy 
Checkpoint 8.3: Foster collaboration and community 
 
 
How will students express and/or demonstrate what they have learned?   
-The response to the initial quote on civil rights will be a diagnostic 
assessment regarding to student knowledge of 1950s segregation 
-Class participation following the interactive games 
-By asking questions regarding the content of the PowerPoint 
-Through the exit slip responses 
-By completing the homework on the virtual photos comparing a white and 
black school nearby in South Carolina. 
Checkpoint 4.1 Vary the methods for response and navigation 
 



 
 
 

Closing The lesson will end with an exit slip that asks how equal opportunity may 
have contributed to the US success in the Space Race. This is a great segue 
into next class when students will design posters for individuals of 
underrepresented minority groups at NASA for a ‘museum’ 

 
STEP THREE: Set-Up 

What do you need to be prepared for the lesson? 
On the Board Objectives By the end of the period, you will be able to recognize how 

segregation was unequal. 
-Understand how segregation affected the Space Race 
-Explain how the federal government provided equal 
opportunities in the bureaucracy for all applicants 
 

Do Now Welcome students back from break then briefly introduce the 
topic of the day’s lecture: Civil Rights and the Space Race 

Tasks and 
Activities 

1 Introduce Jim Lovell and then read his quote 
2 Have students write out responses to the quote and then 

go over some answers with the class 
3 Address 1950s segregation in PowerPoint 
4 Play Interactive Game 
5 Go over the results and relevance of the game with the 

class regarding the inequality caused by segregation 
6 Review how Kennedy influenced integration and discuss 

how his changes would have impacted a second round of 
cards where everyone had been given equal numbers of 
cards. 

7 PowerPoint Slide with takeaways regarding equal 
opportunity and equality 

8 Conclude PowerPoint with a pictorial analysis of a 
segregated classroom. Note the different reactions by 
students to the harsh conditions. 

9 Exit slip on the impact of equal opportunity employment 
on the success of the US in the Space Race 

Homework Explore two schools in South Carolina prior to the end of 
segregations and write up observations and conclusions. 

Materials and 
Resources 
Needed for the 
Lesson 

Index Cards for quote responses 
Playing card deck 
Envelopes to place cards in 
PowerPoint 
Projector 
Internet 
Exit Slip 

 
 

STEP FOUR: Reflections 
What did you learn in the process of teaching the lesson? 

Ending We will build on the fact that NASA was integrating by finding specific 



occurrences where African Americans helped make the Space Race a success for 
the US. 

Reflection 
on the 
Lesson 

I think the card game was a great success. Students got very into it and really 
seemed to understand how the intentional unfairness of the game related to 
segregation’s unfairness in the 1950s and 1960s. Students answered questions 
enthusiastically.  
Another positive teaching moment was my conclusion, the photo of an actual 
segregated classroom. I intentionally choose an image that could be analyzed in 
multiple ways. Some students in the picture were not enthusiastic at all, but I also 
made sure to point out that at least one girl was trying very hard. It emphasized the 
lesson’s moral implication of the desirability of equal opportunity and left the 
students with a positive last note. 
Where I could continue to improve is related to my PowerPoint skills. First, there 
were some technical difficulties at the start. I might consider a USB drive with the 
file as a back up. That way I could quickly place it in another computer as a back-up 
method. Secondly, I agree with Christina’s constructive criticism that my slides had 
a bit much on each. I could cut it down a bit or spread them out more. The way I 
compensate is by letting students know what to write down as I lecture. It works 
well by combining both written text with spoken words regarding the vocabulary.  
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STEP ONE: Pre-Planning 
What are you teaching?  Why are you teaching it? 

Standards Addressed 
 

SS.H.8.9-12. Analyze key historical events and contributions of individuals through 
a variety of perspectives, including those of historically underrepresented groups.  
 
SS.H.1.9-12. Evaluate how historical developments were shaped by time and place 
as well as broader historical contexts.  
 
SS.H.7.9-12. Identify the role of individuals, groups, and institutions in people’s 
struggle for safety, freedom, equality, and justice. 
 
 

Essential Question(s) Who are historical figures that overcame discrimination and became 
leaders in the Space Race? 

Enduring 
Understandings 

The struggle for freedom and equality is constant.  
 
Only through diligence and self-sacrifice could underrepresented 
minorities achieve success. 

Transfer Goal 
 
 

To empathize with the challenges faced by those today who come from 
underprivileged backgrounds. 
 
To learn how to convey your research in methods that resonate with 
the community 

Lesson Objectives Content What students will know 
 
- An underrepresented minority of their choosing who 
played a vital role in the Space Race. 
- The importance of the non-astronaut staff of NASA in its 
success in the Space Race. 
 
 

Skills What students will be able to do 
- How to create a display that explains their comprehension 
to others 
- How to publish a blog entry online 
- How to effectively research an individual using legitimate 
internet resources 
 

Related Academic 
Language Acquired  

Discrimination, Civil Rights, NASA, private contractor, research 

Relevance The over emphasis of astronauts in the narrative of NASA’s success 
leads to a white-centric view of the Space Race. However, behind the 
scenes a much more diverse group of talented NASA and private 
contractors led to the US’ success. 

Assessment/Checking Their final product is a poster that will contain both visual and writings 



for Understanding on the subject of historical figures. Thus, it should be clear that they 
know a great deal about their figure and their relevance to history.   

 
STEP TWO: The Lesson 

How are you teaching it?  Why are you teaching it that way? 
How do you know the students get it?  How do the students know they get it? 

Opening/ 
Activator 

How will ideas be introduced and linked to prior knowledge? 

Instructional 
Activities  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Multiple Means  
Representation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Multiple Means 
of Engagement  
 
 
 
 
Multiple Means 
of Expression 

The exercise will include: 
-PowerPoint 
-Library website 
-Art-related tools 
-Online Blog 
-Guide for making a poster and blogging with explicit steps 
-Peer Review Form 
 
 
Research will include multiple media including writings, audio, and visuals. 
Checkpoint 2.5 Illustrate through multiple media 
I will provide a handout with explicit steps on how to make the poster, 
photograph it and present it through a blog. 
Checkpoint 3.3 Guide information processing, visualization, and 
manipulation 
 
 
From a list on names on my guide, the student can investigate and then 
choose an historical figure from an underrepresented minority group. They 
get to choose the person that they felt the most connection with. 
Checkpoint 7.1 Optimize individual choice and autonomy 
 
 
Students will create either a poster ‘exhibit’ or a blog entry. By giving them a 
choice, students can use their strengths to present the information in a 
method that can better demonstrate their comprehension. 
Checkpoint 5.1 Use multiple media for communication 
Students can’t just create a poster or blog without foresight and planning. 
Only by researching and strategizing will students be able to produce 
organized final products. 
Checkpoint 6.2 Support planning and strategy development 
 

Closing For homework, students will peer review another student’s work. This will 
then allow students to better understand what research works and what 
doesn’t work. It will also allow them an alternative view as they continue to 
read T-Minus. 

 
STEP THREE: Set-Up 

What do you need to be prepared for the lesson? 
On the Board Objectives By the end of the period, you will be able to research various 

sources of information online. 
-Strategize resources based on their relative validity. 



-Plan and organize information into an effective means of 
expression. 
 

Do Now Take out your iPads and sign into the school library website 
Tasks and 
Activities 

1 Provide instructions orally and through a written guide 
2 Research historical figures through the library website. 
3 Select one historical figure that you connect with. 
4 Plan an outline of your poster or blog 
5 Create your poster or blog 
  
  
  
  

Homework Students will complete peer review forms 
Materials and 
Resources 
Needed for the 
Lesson 

iPads 
Printed out Guides 
Online-access 
Library resources 
Peer review forms on Schoology 
Notability 
 

 
 

STEP FOUR: Reflections 
What did you learn in the process of teaching the lesson? 

Ending Students present their peer reviews to their assigned peer. Then, students perfect 
their poster or blog over the weekend. 

Reflection 
on the 
Lesson 

The key to peer reviews is quick reviews by the teacher as well. So I will want to 
glance at the peer reviews after completion via Notability. 

 
 


